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Helene summarised the process by which the OHRN 
was established.  The problems around the river 
were well-know: pollution, reduction in fish stocks, 
disturbed bank habitats, wildfowl numbers, commu-
nity access.  Community consultations were under-
taken, and at a workshop last year, the OHRN was 
established.  

The purpose of the Network is to: facilitate  a collabo-
rative network which advocates for the rejuvenation of the 
Opawaho / Heathcote river.  

The Network vision is to develop an ecologically 
healthy river that people take pride  in, enjoy and care for.  

A draft action plan has detailed the strategic path-
ways and outcomes for the river for 2015—2030.  
Each group will contribute to this action plan. 

Activities undertaken so far have included river 
walks, seminars, presentations to groups, and news-
letters. The whitebait habitat establishment using 
straw bails was successfully achieved.  There is also 
a close connection with the  Avon river network.  An 
Estuary Festival is planned for  March and on May 
7th, the “Mother of all Clean-ups” is planned.  Each 
group along the river networks will organise the lo-
cal cleanup.  (Details in the next newsletter).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interesting thoughts: 

“Someday is made up of a thousand tiny nows” 

Why are a wise man and wise guy opposites?  

Why isn't 11 pronounced onety one?  

February 2016 

The broad objectives of the Association are: 

To promote neighbourhood wellbeing 

To act on behalf of and represent the views of 

the Lower Cashmere community 

To foster community spirit 

To retain the character of the area 

To promote good design 

We welcome your input by your letting us know 

your local issues. We also value your ideas and in-

put as we continue to develop safeguards and pro-

tection of our jewel of a community.  

Contact us: 

Secretary—Sue Bye, 332-5067; suebye.bye@gmail.com  

Emergency Planning 

We have held this initiative over to 2016.  There are two 
aspects to implement.  The first is the LCRA Emergency 
Plan which details how our area will support residents 
in the event of an emergency.  The other part is to 
strengthen community links through the Neighbour-
hood Network  scheme.  Both of these have been dis-
cussed in previous newsletters.  Your interest and sup-
port of your community is vital.  We will be  getting 
underway in February / March 2016. If you would like 
to host a small group of your immediate neighbours to 
establish neighbourhood links, please contact us. Com-
munity resilience begins with us individually.  Are you 
a good neighbour? 

  

Community Resilience 

L C R A 

New members welcome. Please contact the 

Treasurer Lyn Coulbeck on 332-3279.  

 

Family subscriptions $5 per year are due each 

February.  For your convenience pay by internet 

banking.  Please remember to enter your name 

and address in the banking details so we know 

who the money has come from.   

 Bank details are 03 1594 0627007 000 

We do accept cash.  Contact Lyn . 

Opawaho /  Heathcote  River  



Our AGM was held on Feb 15th at 7-30pm.  Thanks to all 
who attended. Thanks too to Nuk Korako, Ruth Dyson 
MPs; Crs Tim Scandrett, Phil Clearwater; the members of 
the Community Board (CB) and support staff.  It was so 
good to have a chance to discuss some issues together.   
Guy Field chaired the meeting.  In his report he detailed 
the work of the LCRA in 2015.  
The committee met six weekly with a newsletter pub-
lished after each meeting. Our major issues for the year 
were: 

 The problems with Rose St (submission made to 
the CB in August); 
 We focused on the  river and made efforts to re-
duce rubbish.  We engaged with the development 
of the Opawaho / Heathcote River Network 
(OHRN) and continue to be part of that network..   
The issues with BUPA were an on-going matter , 
which lead to the CB meeting the CEO of BUPA 
with the affected residents and a satisfactory for-
ward process being implemented.  The affected resi-
dents now hear weekly from the CEO and everyone 
is working towards a resolution. 
 Traffic management within the wider area is an 
area of growing concern for several communities.  
With the growth of the city to the south, there is 
more traffic along the feeder routes eg: Cashmere 
Rd, Hoon Hay Rd,  Hackthorn Rd, Dyers Pass Rd.  
We will be engaging with the CB on the plans to 
alleviate congestion.  
We put in a submission to the  council on its Repre-
sentation Review draft plan. 
The key public event was our BBQ in October 
Workshops the committee members attended in-
cluded the “Women in Local Leadership roles” and 
the OHRN development  

 
Following this review, Guy outlined the plans for 2016.   

Online presence to be fully established 
Cashmere View / Fairview St park upgrade—
community project. 
Continue newsletters after each meeting 
Emergency planning and preparedness 
Supporting and strengthening  neighbourhood  net-
works. 

 

Election of Officers  

President: no volunteers.  A rotating chair will be es-
tablished.  Guy to chair  the next meeting. 

Secretary:  Sue Bye offered to stand again, seconded 
by Lyn Coulbeck, elected. 

Treasurer: Lyn Coulbeck offered to stand again,   sec-
onded by Louise Ayling,  elected 

Committee members elected: 

Louise Ayling,  Julie Davis, Sue Forde, Heather Johns-
ton, Noel Collins, Guy Field.  No other nominations 
were received.  However, we did ask if there was any-
one willing to be co-opted if the need arose with par-
ticular projects.  The following people offered them-
selves: Brenda Williams, Chris Korako & Jane Norton.  
Our thanks to them for their support. 

Guest speaker 

A very informative address was give by CB member 
Helene Mautner, detailing the development of the 
OHRN and its vision 2015—2030.  The address was 
very well received and the committee has a commit-
ment to ensure we promote and protect ‘our river’.  
Details below.  Discussion on the river included a 
comment by Cr Clearwater that in the Annual Plan, 
more money would  be allocated to aid clean-up of 
the river.  River water sampling at the Ferniehurst St 
bridge indicated the E-coli levels in the river were 
raised after rain.  Much of the contamination was 
from waterfowl and dogs.  Helene was thanked for 
her presentation.   

Invited guest  comments 

Cr Clearwater:  noted that our submission on the rep-
resentation review did not support the 16 ward model 
proposed.  He wanted to say that the proposal of the 
CCC reflects the growing workload of the Council in 
the rebuilding of Christchurch.  We thanked him of 
his thoughts. 

Cr Scandrett: following our river pollution comments, 
,gave us a useful suggestion  that we ask the Council 
staff to speak to us about the drainage system. 

CB member s 

Paul  thanked the LCRA for our invitation and 
praised us for being a positive and constructive asso-
ciation.  

AGM February 2016 
Karolin reviewed the 4G initiative—a ‘gear swap’ for 

sports equipment.  Give Gear Get Great—a swap meet to 

be held Pioneer Stadium / Centennial Park on Easter Mon-

day to facilitate the handing out of good quality sports 

equipment for kids, who may not be able to engage in sport 

as the cost of subscriptions is so high.   

Equipment could include balls (rugby, softball, hockey, 

basketball), bats (cricket, softball) , gloves ( eg softball).   

The key thing is that is to be in good order .Equipment may 

be left at the Service centre on Colombo St at any time.  So, 

Go, Give, Gear, Get, Great. 

 

Rik noted that the resilience of Christchurch was demon-

strated yet again by the recent earthquake.  

 

Ruth reiterated that the Feb 14th earthquake was a re-

minder for us all to have our emergency plans current, and 

being connected with our neighbours was very important.  

 

Nuk introduced himself and Christine, his wife.  He ac-

knowledged the importance of the role of volunteers.  At-

tending these meetings gave him a chance to gain an impor-

tant perspective of local politics esp in his role as an MP 

sitting on Select committees.  

 

General business 

Verle Garlick raised an issue of mature beech trees at the 

Cracroft end of Ashgrove Tce that appear to be  dying   She 

said she had contacted relevant people in the Parks Dept a 

year ago. but no apparent action had been taken.  She then 

contacted DOC who suggested  she call the manager of the 

Parks Dept .  He is going to send out an arborist to inspect 

the trees.  Paul McMahon said he would follow up to en-

sure that inspection would take place.  

Bruce Grimwood raised the issues of access, parking and 

yellow lines on Rose St.  The meeting unanimously voted 

that a motion be put to the CB at its next meeting to have 

this matter looked at before winter sets in.  

Stephen Roberts introduced the new GM of Hohepa, Arna 

Trelise.  He then mentioned that it could be useful for us to 

involve Cashmere High School more as they had three ma-

jor entrances in our area. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.00 and adjourned for informal dis-

cussions.   

 

It was a very busy productive meeting highlighting a busy 

year.  Thanks to all who attended.  Your support is greatly 

valued.  


